
Brent H. Hall, Program Co-Chair, is a Member of Hall Law PLLC who represents tribes in federal, state 
and tribal courts. His practice focuses on Native American treaty rights, environmental, natural resource, 
real estate and land use, and water rights related matters. 

Jay T. Waldron, Program Co-Chair, is a shareholder with Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt PC. He represents 
a diverse client base in environmental and energy law and litigation, principally serving the energy, 
utility and transportation industries as well as public ports. 

Casey Chumrau is CEO of the Washington Grain Commission, the state’s commodity commission for 
wheat and barley. She has worked in agriculture and international business for most of her career, 
promoting the U.S. wheat industry for more than a decade. 

Aja K. DeCoteau is a citizen of the Yakama Nation and serves as Executive Director of the Columbia River 
Inter-Tribal Fish Commission. She has over twenty years of experience working on natural resource 
management and policy issues in the Columbia River Basin. 

David Doeringsfeld has served as General Manager of the Port of Lewiston for twenty-seven years. As 
General Manager of Idaho’s only seaport, he is involved in numerous transportation, economic 
development and natural resource related issues. 

Michael Edmondson serves as Administrator for the Idaho Governor’s Office of Species Conservation. 
His responsibilities include providing the overall direction for agency operations and coordinating ESA 
programs with federal, state and private partners. 

David J. Elkanich is a Shareholder in Buchalter PC’s Seattle and Portland offices and Chair of the Firm’s 
new Professional Responsibility Practice Group. Mr. Elkanich focuses his practice primarily on legal 
ethics, risk management, and discipline defense. 

Stuart Ellis is a Harvest Management Biologist with the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, a 
position he has held for 17 years. His duties involve planning and implementing tribal fisheries in the 
mainstem Columbia River for salmon, steelhead, and sturgeon. 

Wade C. Foster is an attorney in Stoel Rives LLP’s Environment, Land Use & Natural Resources group. 
Before joining Stoel Rives, Wade was a law clerk to the Honorable B. Lynn Winmill of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Idaho (2019–2021). 

Michael Garrity is the Energy, Water, and Major Projects Division Manager for the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Habitat Program. His practice focuses on policy, siting, and mitigation 
for dams, renewable energy projects, and water use. 

Beth S. Ginsberg is a partner with Stoel Rives LLP. For over thirty years, she has litigated natural 
resource, wildlife and environmental cases and counseled clients on the complexities of regulatory 
compliance and permitting issues under environmental statutes. 

Brian C. Gruber is an attorney with Ziontz Chestnut. The firm has served its clients since 1963 and has a 
national practice representing Indian tribes and tribal entities, and a local practice representing 
businesses, individuals, and public interest groups. 



David Gruen serves as the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality’s Columbia River Coordinator. 
He is a water resources consultant working with nonprofit organizations, start-ups, and water resource 
managers in the environmental services industry.  

Randy Hayden is the Executive Director of the Port of Pasco. He has also been serving as a Port 
Representative to the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) since 2013, 
serving as chair from 2017-2022. 

Lance Hebdon serves as Fisheries Bureau Chief for the Idaho Department of Fish and Game. He is a 
fisheries biologist studying all things Salmon and Steelhead related in Idaho, including science, 
management, and ecosystems.  

Coby Howell is a Senior Trial Attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice, Environment and Natural 
Resources Division, Wildlife & Marine Resources Section. He is responsible for litigation involving the 
ESA, Magnuson Stevens Act, and other wildlife statutes. 

Theodore C. Knight is an attorney representing the Spokane Tribe of Indians. The Office of the Spokane 
Tribal Attorney advises the Tribal Council and the Tribe’s government, its departments and agencies, 
and acts as the Tribe’s Code Reviser. 

Kathryn E. Marckworth is a Senior Staff Attorney with the Yakama Nation Office of Legal Counsel, which 
provides civil legal representation to the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation and its 
governmental programs, entities, and enterprises. 

Jim McKenna is a Policy Analyst with the Oregon Governor's Office of Natural Resources. The office 
supports policies that lead the nation in the fight against climate change and preserve Oregon’s natural 
environment while supporting economic growth. 

Blaine Meek is a Farm Manager with AgReserves, Inc. based in Utah. AgReserves is a world-class 
agriculture company that works with a family of farms and ranches. From legacy ranches to new 
plantings, their endeavor is to grow food and people. 

Kurt Miller serves as executive director of Northwest RiverPartners. He is one of the nation’s leading 
advocates for hydropower and its role in our clean and equitable energy future. His expertise in energy 
policy has been featured in over 50 news pieces. 

Lisa Mittelsdorf currently serves as Executive Director for the Port of Morrow. She has been with the 
Port for over 30 years previously served as the economic development director. She has experience 
building strong community and business partnerships. 

Rob Rich serves as Vice President of Marine Services for Shaver Transportation Company and is also the 
current President of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association. He advocates for federal policies and 
funding in support of regional economic development. 

John Shurts is General Counsel for the Northwest Power and Conservation Council. The Council 
develops a regional electrical power plan for the Pacific Northwest and a fish and wildlife protection and 
mitigation program for the Columbia River Basin. 



Steven G. Smith, PhD, has served as a mathematical statistician for NOAA Fisheries since 1994. He 
works in the Fish Ecology Division and his principal responsibility has been management and analysis of 
data from PIT-tagged juvenile salmonids. 

Mary Lou Soscia is the Columbia River Coordinator for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 10, providing representation on Columbia River Basin work efforts. She represents EPA on 
forums including the Columbia River Federal Caucus. 

Heather Stebbings serves as Executive Director for the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association. She 
leads their work with Congress, federal agencies and regional decision makers on transportation, trade, 
energy and environmental policies and projects. 

Michael Tehan is the Assistant Regional Administrator for the Interior Columbia Basin Office in the West 
Coast Region of NOAA Fisheries. He leads a team of 40 employees to protect and conserve NOAA trust 
species and their habitat in the Interior Columbia River Basin. 

William Tweit is a Special Assistant with the Washington State Dept. of Fish & Wildlife. He manages 
harvest and hydropower impacts in the Columbia River basin in conjunction with the Indian Tribes, 
Federal agencies, and the states of Oregon, Idaho and Montana. 

David Welch, PhD, is the CEO and Manager of Kintama Research Services. He developed the original 
concept of building large scale marine tracking arrays, particularly for application to Pacific salmon 
management. Kintama brings this concept to reality. 


